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TOP 10 COUNTRIES

Twenty-five years ago, long before it was 
retrofitted to resemble Middle-earth, New 
Zealand began actively attracting adventure-
seekers. A sweet suite of trails, the Great Walks, 
encouraged exploration of the country’s exquisite 
topography, taking tramping travellers through 
some of the world’s most stunning wilderness. 
Now, for the first time since the nine-track 
network was launched, a new Great Walk is under 
construction. The Paparoa Track and Pike29 
Memorial Track, which commemorates the 29 
miners killed in 2010, will form a magnificent 
multi-day trail through the South Island’s wild and 
wonderful west coast. Hikers can get a taster of 
the walk’s dramatic scenery on four existing trails. 
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The curious limestone formations 
and blowholes in Paparoa National 
Park on the South Island were 
formed around 30 million years ago
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trails: the Croesus Track, the Inland 
Pack Track, the Moonlight Route and 
the Pororari River Track follow old 
mining paths that are etched into a 
stunning landscape of steep limestone gorges 
and flourishing rainforest. 
●● Canoe to a campsite on the Whanganui 

River during a Great Walk that’s actually a 
river journey and must be paddled from start 
to finish, or mountain bike the Heaphy Track 
during winter, when wheels are allowed.
●● Watch sunset across Lake Waikaremoana  

from an eye-watering eyrie on the escarpment, 
or spy a shy kiwi bird while walking Stewart 
Island’s Rakiura Track.

‘The Great Walks perfectly 
encapsulate New Zealand’s diversity 
– from Tongariro’s steaming volcanic 
scree to Abel Tasman’s golden 
beaches – and the addition of a  
10th trail is monumentally exciting.’
Ben Southall, international adventurer

TIME YOUR VISIT 
When tackling the Great Walks, timing  
is everything. In summer (December to 
February), competition for hut space can be 
as savage as New Zealand’s blood-sucking 
sandflies, while winter can bring extreme 
conditions; check weather reports before 
setting out. Spring and autumn are ideal. More 
relaxing out-of-season activities include star-
gazing (Mackenzie), wine tasting (Marlborough) 
and hot-beach wallowing (Coromandel).

 • By Pat Kinsella
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Two weeks in New Zealand

●● Enjoy the urban scene in Auckland, the  

City of Sails, before heading southeast  

to Coromandel Peninsula’s unique Hot  

Water Beach. 
●● Boggle at bubbly mud in sulphur-scented 

Rotorua, en route to Tongariro, where the 

one-day Alpine Crossing offers a taste of  

the Great Walk.
●● From New Zealand’s harbour-hugging 

capital, Wellington, catch the Interislander to 

Nelson and explore Abel Tasman’s beaches.
●● Drive super-scenic Route 6, diverting  

to walk trails carved during the gold-mining 

era, and overnight in Ces Clarke Hut.
●● Loop around Aoraki/Mt Cook National  

Park before wending through Haast Pass  

to Queenstown.

Population: 4.6 million 
Capital: Wellington
Languages: English, Māori
Unit of currency: New Zealand dollar
How to get there: The country’s major international 
airports are in Auckland and Wellington on the North 
Island; limited international routes also operate 
from Christchurch on the South Island. Regional and 
domestic flights arrive and depart from Queenstown 
and Dunedin (South Island). The Interislander Ferry 
connects the two islands several times daily.

TELL ME MORE…
New Zealand, teetering on the rim of the  
Pacific Ring of Fire, is a place where the planet’s 
pulse pumps close to its scarred skin. Mud 
bubbles, mountains explode and glaciers melt 
into rivers rushing towards immense oceans, 
passing geothermally heated beaches. Here, the 
terrain remains undecided about its final form. 
Seemingly solid landscapes are torn asunder 
with a violence and unpredictability we don’t 
expect in a country where cafes and pop-up bars 
serve artisan coffee and craft beers on every 
urban corner. It’s a wildly exciting place, where 
the best adventures are experienced under your 
own steam. The country is criss-crossed with 
quality trails, but there’s a royal flush of routes – 
a premier league of paths that collectively caress 
the coast, clamber around mountains, explore 
escarpments, flow through Fiordland and 
venture onto the shoulders of volcanoes. These 
are the Great Walks. And soon there will be 10. 

UNMISSABLE EXPERIENCES
●● It’s tough to top the Kepler, Milford and 

Routeburn tracks, but the new Great Walk brings 
focus to less trafficked but no less dramatic 
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Hiking past 
the 174m-high 
Earland Falls on 
the Routeburn 
Track, one of 
New Zealand’s 
Great Walks




